149  TORAH SERVICE

A prayer for the State of Israel

Avinu She-bashamayim, Rock and Redeemer of the people Israel:
Bless the State of Israel, with its promise of redemption. Shield it
with Your love; spread over it the shelter of Your peace. Guide its
leaders and advisors with Your light and Your truth. Help them
with Your good counsel. Strengthen the hands of those who defend
our Holy Land. Deliver them; crown their efforts with triumph.
Bless the Land with peace, and its inhabitants with lasting joy.
And let us say: Amen.

A prayer for peace
May we see the day when war and bloodshed cease,
when a great peace will embrace the whole world.

Then nation will not threaten nation,
and mankind will not again know war.

For all who live on earth shall realize
we have not come into being to hate or to destroy.
We have come into being to praise, to labor, and to love.

Compassionate God, bless the leaders of all nations
with the power of compassion.

Fulfill the promise conveyed in Scripture:
I will bring peace to the land,
and you shall lie down and no one shall terrify you.

I will rid the land of vicious beasts
and it shall not be ravaged by war.

Let love and justice flow like a mighty stream.
Let peace fill the earth as the waters fill the sea.
And let us say: Amen.

A personal meditation

Avinu Malkenu, bless my family with peace. Teach us to appreciate
the treasure of our lives. Help us to find contentment in one another.
Save us from dissension and jealousy; shield us from pettiness and
rivalry. May selfish pride not divide us; may pride in one another
unite us. Help us to renew our love for one another continually.
In the light of Your Torah grant us, the people Israel and all
Your children everywhere, health and fulfillment, harmony, peace,
and joy. Amen.
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